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contributors: five AND Cenrre staff

and one Universite of Melbourmne
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words of sigmiticance to Queensland
wtly cheir ngs, and
illuserative quotations taken from the
Centre’s  damabase  of  Auvstralian
English. The fresmn
different aspects of Gueensiand life:
politics sociery, tourdsm, the
outhack, lhfesivle, work,
with the south. The mclusion policy
vis deliberately broad: words thar
OTIgINALe (\}_uu.mlﬁm_L words that
are nsed more frequentdy there than
elsewhere, and words thar need no
explanation locally but are not self-
evident outside the state. There are
words for local activites
rackig, ©i
aard), INSutuaons (the Flada, Brormer
of the i), and words associated with
Oueensland’s bastory (separation, plsm:
of promisey. Some will e familiar o
levs throughout Awvstralia, bur
many  will  be  known
{Jucensianders,

How  didd s project come
about? The AND Ceatse afready has
two regional elossanies o s name,
Brooks and Ritchie’s v from 1he
i rar f!“Jl} 1-| anel Tasere Terms l]{}'{):v}
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editor of Vorces of Queensland: Words from the
1y Pricr.

pabitshed by Lhford {lnivers

Usicer of Chueensland s the third in the
Al three grew our of the
regional resding progtam be
the  Cemtre iy 1987 after
completion of the .

serles.
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hisrorical  principles. The reading
program targeted one twpe of source

material, the regicnal newspapet

being the best potential

gepponalisms. At chelr best, jocal

papers adentity  with  community

conicerns and occupations, and speak
with an informality likely 1o produce
genuinely local terms,

Ar the  nme  the aper
evidence i the Centre’s darabase of
Auvstralian English (from which the
material for ANDY was drawn) had a

1%
source of

PRI

distincily  south-east-coast bias. it
mostly  confined o sources

readify  accessible to researchers:
those i the National Library of
Avsiralia (Canberra) and the Mitchel)
Library  (Sydneyy. The newspaper
evidence

theretore largely
metropoditan and  reflected  the
concentration of the population in
Australin’s south-cast corner. The

regicnal eading prrwmm vecdressed

WAS

this imbalance hf_v sampling widely
across all srates.
The ir1itia sampling of

Queensland newspapers was done

by o smgle reader whe looked at
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I-wrces of

fourteen papers  froms across  the
arzte, from womvns such s
Towaswille wm the tar north, inland
pastoral centres such ' i
Longreach andd Blackall, the miny
rownn of  Mount bsa, and

associated with the sugar ndustry

Cairns and

LOis

such s Mackay and Bundaberp
Chher  regronal centres  mchuded

Dalby, Toowoomba  and
Terwers.,  The :
scanned each paper for a continous
SEOUCTICE, ON Averape, O & mornihs,
loager it i proved usetul, and less i
it did riot produce enough dara,
The swmpling enabled the readey
oy ascertain the  most useful
newspapess, shish which part
af cach puper were worth reading
closely, and the categories of dat
each pmdw' ed, Thus, for nstance,

Hoywen,

harcers

Ley e

the inttral ro port notes that the Bowen
Dindepeneient 15 penerating  mango-
growinig and  sporting terms, and
that the feature articles are the ot

pu;r!msi\ ¢, that
Meresory is ;mu{u("lw sugar and Ldtt]v
rocds, parnculardy in the
Tand’ ferrers 1o the echiror,
classifieds and real esrare; and that
thege bs 0o point i conpnuing ©
I Dy Niar
because it has produced only one
word worth collecung i a three-
marnth run,

The origmal ~t:ma[‘wiin_g§ established
the territor Crests
activities and oecupations of likely
regonal sipmificance, It was followed
by data collecuion thar focused on
the most productive soutces. The
resulting data, alomg with the irems
Iready denrified i AN ¥
being  of Queenslard  origin or
smportance, formed the basis of the
archive. ¥t has
added to significantly with daca from
muagazines and works of ficton and
non- fotion

When we began o odit this
materal for Veder of Cuvenslund we
tound that ir fell narurally o groups

Mackay's

irtelustry
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ad  Toowoombas

in polntng

Queensiand been
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Ay chas
SWHS Ane Lo i"ff'
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of word poani the decision

. with rhr‘: format
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of  our

: fmd mat
themarically
a structure which dove

ko six
tails
historcal

aprer

s our nclimanon, as

fexicopraphers, o view

trems of social and bistorical inrerest
hope t9 @ive & Context (o the

s they have 2 res

ing JE" ;

words a4y

WOt
bevond rh\

outlining the - md EENEEe r:t the
material, and this is tollowed by
word Hst, Fach engry in the word Hat
headword  followed by a
detinition and ar least one ustrative
guotation. The quontions are taken
from  the database  of
Australian Englsh,

Iy some espects, what we tound
in the OQueensland data was similar ro
the  daia
Tasmanian and Western Australlan
research. Clusters of words sround
local mdustaes (ncthis case the sugar
and cattle industrics), words reflecu
local activities, clirpaie
ervironment.  One  of  the
features of the carlier ploss
the evidence of survivals  from
Bodsh disleer, 1ocluding seiser (a
spoiled or troublesome chil dy and

- (o garrulous
Jastion {a sporting
tearn within s school or club) i the
west. Nev such survivals were tound
in the Cuesnsland Jeocon - s
distinctive local
comiemporary hfestyles and s socio-
polieal hestory

After Queenstand, the nexr cab
off the vank s Sourh Australia
Centre staffer and lingwist Dorothy

has a4

Cenire’s

thrown  up by the

11
i

ooenpations,

F

andd

res

persont i

Tasroania, anved

terms  vetlect i

Jauncey 13 working on this at the

moment, discovering along the way
such crowearer’s delights as # :
rite and flearers. The book s duc h)r
publicaton in 2003,
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al scienees has e
mincly the firse draft
of the human vepome project, albel
Hifl(jil rather than 1OLGD
And st there something
wrtessenttally scientific about the
sion of words, whar Michagl
Eirbyy has rermed  “the building
blccks tor the wdeas of dhe Australian
peopie as they enter a new century
Bt my hubris vamshed
the two Federation ¢ wyve by Wi )ul
firby %hm‘.m hecase
nur‘nnq rhat T could say could come
: near matching the clepince
of their insights or the sheer Beasaty
of their prose. Purthe sritricate
and sumnced though the ling
sho gones subtlery of
biochemistry or complesiry of gene

now ihat biolo
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Ay he, no

funcoon could rval the venmiveness
of Australian Frglish,
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e 14‘:0}'}1 s thcker,
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discipline of Jatigege captuses them,
enubles thesr o be refioed and
reviewed, permits them gradually to
bassled an edifice. It is 5o imporiant to
use  words i s oand
geawnely am full of admivation i’m
the pathy vy in which the M
Prictionzry uses o few well-chosen
words and simple, relling examples
to deral whar cach headword res il
TREArg,

Michael Wirby's cssay exploves (he
nce of Auvstralian nanonheaod,
Without for a sccond denving the
anprorsing soare and the many dismad
momenis i itory,  Rarbe's
analysis s upashamedly opamisric:

1 with
Austraha sall has o

tremendous]
words,
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all too often vanish anil the
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' and ¢ l']lmt and rthe
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owr maltculoralism as an
b oxennphobia
cleansing, the  hasic
of the people as ensuring
that evervone will have a fair go, He
calls o for complacency - but for
action fo ensure the
ellence i the above
g:L"[lci'!"r.‘:‘%ii_}- {ir

RN i N Lot

g culn
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il
deceney

ethnc

eids and for
binds  and
peoples less tortunaie than curselves,

Les  Murray

aghrtul, quirky, affectdonare view
of im\af the  Australian
aredd hore rhe
.\\‘i_li\Et.?.":.ﬁ.‘izH'i ACTENT einerged.
first by the offspring of
comvicts and soldiers, rublbished §

ather

brings  us his

Lo

wolved TG

first

Lised

beime  hideous, o
mitnelless, nasal, Cockne !
became though i the
variants known as Broad, General,
Culiivared  and  Maodified. \»]mrw
notes  the  mportnce of  the
distinetive Ahoriginal accent
wealth of xlwriuml expr
and concepts CORNE Tt
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coented Avsrralian |
ts the first generation’s lingua franca,
and 1 the se nerption true
dinkum Ausste vernacular will tssue
evjually frosm white, vellow, brown,
Bleck, faiy, swarthy or any other kind
of i eat deliclin, As
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o
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and  rewi
diffesenees i speceh are SUFPIEID
Friesag Austratia, by comparison,
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odd disunctive word 4l the more
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frii-eye.
Australi,
Auastrali.
Australian Fogli
ungristakable sdentifier. w0y
STEOng i.mifr‘”' 1 Whe does ﬁ i
aet a i of o .rml wen o
an Aussic phease in distant pares?
The first edition of the Moy
Lhitiviary was published in
after a decade  of  research
planming - what 2 great thing for g
ro become mvolved
28 years later i our
of Federation vear we
Hdigion to ok
The word o
vzed, bur 1 sall dove i
goodness it bas only 6 e
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have been relarively guic
for the sudden increase in the
number of bstence complamnrs abou
“hatteh’ after members of {ht‘ }m h

and ABC broadessters ;

many bours on alr dise ;
collapse of HIH Insuvrance, The
poblbic’s miterest 1 e proaunciation
of H led SCOSE 1o review 118 stance
ot Taking soto (riua wheration the

sitles of the pre
edbacl su s
of  the Asstr
pronounced st Thateh™ insiead of
farch”, SCOSE decided that it was
risne o abandon any active re
wy Chatch™ and apply

s Seyle Council
sheyaring tha
i populaon

sUAnce
enery

clsewhere. (This decision m rself

apset some people)

Happily there were plenty of new
issues  to consider,  with some
S1O0S attracung

HITCTESTing Dew OX[re
ions from listensrt Tele s
alrendy so well-esablished in finance
contexts that i hardly needs an
explananon. Euen eral
SCOSE members were less than
enthusiasc about endorsing s use,
partly beeause there i a company
called Telen Australia Lsied on the
stock exchange, and partdy because
the word smacks of jarvon. Such
oy cherer

(:h]( <

SEY S

consideravons are unlik
finance commentzrors {from using
the word, It's much too convenient.

Another  cxpression heard  in
finance contesrs is
as m We can expect fusther rate cuis
going forward”. The phrase appears
o have very lintde o justly s
dstenice as g smply means Cin
farure” or Vlater”. Lets hope it bas o
Himited shelf-lite.

I spurt, we've been heanng the
new verty fo rerre, shorthand for “to
play agmnst (versus)”, as in Tthe
Haaild
tomaorrow . Also, ane commentatcr’s
red ot the phrase for mine
igned one listener. The conext
indicated  that #t was a4 rruncared
version of oy momey. SCOSH
ponderad whether it is

for R}‘}(”}f”i'ﬁ cofmmeniaters o use such

voing fornard,

L

are versing the  Broncoos

s

Spropriae

vapaper arricle), o
Use It O air

The verbs 2o

being wsed in a new way -~ with a
person as s object, MNormally, a

b

persOn can bresch an soreoie

NOW an m"u*mi«r rim‘; {rar i‘wr'«:rsﬂ) can

i tzs% £ O IJ
= feard, f

31L b some i b seekers b

i;u'n "‘}";rt"‘z(‘};t‘s'f“ by Cengrelink foc
not tiling in o form oy 10 some w
buling 5 comphy with their sorial
sccurity obligauons. This use of the
word quickly made irs Nt print.
SCOSE members Luiuiud when
they were presented with the phease
Yty best i tts audience”
Traditionaly, the object of  wrvier
coruld items ke Toar”,
Trow, angd Tachool”, bot
' Tpeople 1;‘1 S
FOpRONT T stall we
we the larer,
stacked agamsr us

e

101 O

OV
attemnpred o discoun

bt the odds are
vhen public service de p Ariments
have phone messages s
call is important o
{)I? »

UL
all our
orher

LEOFs (m by
The word sere has
hecome nnp:‘}pulzzz", I seemns, and
ae-ome laughs o complains when
el of 1t Pon't

CRSTOME

service 13 used ing

Blame the AR
Another relative

mesmmgacsicel  and there's  (ig

by new word s

agrecment about how ir th'id
bre pronounced. ”'h e ABC
recommends  muhesing b KOK
ubl, which appeats o m the most
COMITION pmmmufmfm mirroring
the pronuncaton  of the more
fanilar word  weningitie,. However,
British dicrionaries indicate that
should be pronounced b

g
puh-FOK-uhi (with the hard g
rather than [j]), and some listeners
have been quick o point this our
Time  will  well  which  version
Australians will g*n-?fr Forr roine, it's
mithe-nin]-uh- KOK-ohl mt o
<" know going forward| i
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view thar modemn
ST units are rechrical

with the impled coroliary

CTYONEniLg,
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that old
ather toll: such as eds tfn,t' hY

ioned m are for

AFLTES

me editors b

litre of potrel W
kilosmetres o pick up A Euwmm of
S and o four e 0of

winel

Technologs
“erandda
course for

comsalt

definimions of
uinles andd their fr;j\',rz'ﬂl.vr_als ser thar rheiy
will definiee
and in rhe furure.
may be industry
national standards,
international standards, 37,
wliierely, & srandard im ed on
deliberations  of  the  Confdrence
Créndiale des Pouds e
{PRG, The lase of
contaimned  in the

SeCHrAte
EASUPEIe s hiave
FREANINgS
These
standards

ten
standards

]/IJ

Sitens
arded as the final authority on
relating o

1851308 MEASUTINE s,
chis document are freely
atlable from the websive of the
Burcau Internanonal des Peods et
Mesures at <hiep:/ Swww bipm. i

Copics of

A

The International ‘wwtam of Plades
Eindike the o {,.:al,é;*«.__._ “Tnpenal
Systern” (mors a0 collection of
measurements),  the  International
emy of Unps ts exactdy thar - a
svstem. It achie sitnplicity by
having  only unit for
physical quantey, with only
base vruts from which alf ok

ET:

cach
e
“F LY
he m(-rrc* is the only
measure  longth, with 51
prefixes, such as .\110 and malli, for
larger or smaller smounts, 1f
the area of 4

Ly

are derived. ']

e 0

YO

‘ idrh (in
_ irea of the paper
1 to form a new denved uanit
metse. For example, an AD
paper measures 189 mim
s 0L TR erres
e metre,

ar
square
Iﬁi&’i‘{‘ U
lw #%a] mm
s O.841 metre

Sy ONC Square medre {
if vou know {}"l‘iT the ¢

pnre metre of Pap

unit 1o describe the mass of the
paper divided by irs area; m this case,
it wonid be the ubygjuitons ¥
per sguare that s correcily
wiirtess asing 51 svmbals as 80 o/ me

ERRL A

Symbols vs abbrevistions

This use of rather than
ablstevianons, o repressnt uniis 18
cruciil g representng them
uramb ke s not oan
abbreviation fur Lilr:pﬁirﬂ but an
miternaionally  agreed ubol A
Chingse wool buyer requirimg two
huadred kilograms of wool could
write 2K ko the middle of
wiitten 10 Chinese.

The memre has the lower case
ferrer m ozs 1tz 51 symbel. Bur i we
use abbrev bave alt the
f:..)l.lm,\"imz- optif}m {collected from

; !md e s i Creclong
\I Jr. MT ’\vI; O M Mrr.,
!\;i{'t’f%., T, ., i‘m.:'., 0, NS, 118, it
L., DTS, DS T, i, T0Ers, mites.,
ot my personal favourite Mrres, All
of these are legititmate in the serse
that  they  have  been wsed by
somewhere, somenme m
the past. On the same principle. you
might like o choose from this list
«d from paper suppliers:

syrribols,

TSR IR

TRt

EISHONS W

SCHTWOE,

10 Cram2, 100 GHM,
T 1 EI.J (E\"\\E.
(m €3 wi '

SOGSM,

i, “(l ot/

]:%I".Ii“k.i!ldinﬂi M_i, Cidd, OGS
{without a oumber), Gsm 00,
b 1100 Graing, (g“‘s?\i 144,

{roM: 140

(rrainsg:, 150
Crrain:, GhM: 20 ](_},, S,

CbM:

B0 Crrains,

The inrermasionally

ed S svmitiol
TRERTC 1% g m

for grams per SCRIATE

grams veu can readily form a new

Foery  pavon  in
wivhounr ENCEPION, use
as prescgibed by rhe O
the LISA does not ldmn O LIS
openly, they use 51 for abour 44
of thoir internal messures and £
almost al of their i intern; wional re zch

Like  any fangusa;
measurernent evolves as v pm(im :
“hetter” wavs of doing things. It has
the advantage over langumge thar this
evolution can be systematic, allowing
our measuring methods 1o be
accord  with the phalosophber
Condorcet’s 1790 maxim on the
merre:

“A tows les

a tous les

all
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“Fov all ame: for
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Scotland, 1 was handed s
Repisoration Card b prowd father
I didin'e actually read the card but
asked what vame th
fon ther danghser,
mother”, he said. Onby when 1 read
the card bater did 1 see thar the chiid’s
aarne hiad been reglstered as “Penl”
Mother's name was Pearl, bur father
cowld oot read ner write so the
regisicar winte phonencally what he
said. In the region FRARL s spoken
v PERIL nor PURILL T had a
chfficult ume  persuading
Ty change the

15

iniend 0 womehow sopp )
currently the hest “pe fhmm " vt

have o somehow make i past fense,

had cliosen
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i ocase someone else hits a tondney’
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Via il

A the followimey  word
VIO in
-rmma Tjuly 17, 20

BT A i\mml o)
there is no such word, and

that it could well be wncluded 1 the
CANOT.

The lady invenred 1t as & collateral
of emascufation, wiich is rather gender
2, specitic, and considers it necessary o
Y have a word meaning o alice or
remoee that which s feminine.

The "-f".";rd has that ‘nararad” feel
abour st 1 rather feel that Shalkesy
wrotd ‘.%[‘*:pﬂ"ﬂ-"'(ﬁ: s, Perhaps Portia
might heve used 16, Whar think vour
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feedback 17 on the assimilation of American 1oanwords was blessed with no
less than 474 responses from groups and individuals, Special thanks go those
who canvassed colleagues, studenits and friends at the following institutions,
to swell the number of returns: Adelaide University Advisory Centre for
Uﬁivermiw Education. the Anglican Church Grammar School, Brishane; the
Canberra Institute of T “echnology, Communication and Media Dept; Griffith
Ciffice of the NEW Dept of Sducation and Trafring,: Yanoo Agricultural High
School; the Warrumbungles Envirorsnentat Education Cen TAFE coliege
staff contacted by ¥ Dean; Robyn Brady of Richvnond, VIC, and the folks ata
certan PO box number in CIe y‘t@r‘ Y, B was qr@at to hear from you all.
The questiornaire was more complex than many with its ranked data on each
itern, and thanks go to May Heemnskerk of the Stvle Coundl Centre, for getting the
results together, The tables of selected data presented below were created by
Adam Smith, {Ed)
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AVTSTRAIIANWNNESS
ieped o complermnent Feedback 17 in surveving how
of the
alibyrate the words lisio i the
i American or Ausoealian they

This cpaestionn atre 1s des
aaturalised or otherwise are the
i enury. Would vou

FLATYICTONS American borrorwings

five-point scale, according o b
soem 1 vou in i
vel s j
more or less American.

Bt deperds on hov

A 4 note on the contesis swhich would make it sound

Scale Comments
1 2 3 4 5
Very American Meutial Yery Australian

BIUET put or & boldd front” 1 ? 3 4 5
hiss 1 2z 3 4 5
breakthrough 1 2 3 4 5
bug (“insect’) 1 2z 3 4 5
bug {"erras”) 1 2z 3 4 5
to chip in 1 Z 3 4 5
crash programt 1 2 3 4 5
daaqo i 2 3 4 5
downtown 1 3 4 5
dutle ] 2 3 4 5
egcalation 1 2z 3 4 5
flashlight 1 2 3 4 5
grand (e.q. "50 grand”) i 2 i 4 5
high rise i 2 3 4 5
tay off 1 i 3 4 5
lowaown 1 2 3 4 5
netd i P 3 4 5
sepvice station i 2 3 4 5
slick 1 2 3 4 5
sneakers 1 Z 3 4 5
stash i 2 3 4 5
stonge 1 7 3 4 5
take care! i 2z 3 4 5
trash i P 3 4 5
Would vou please indicate vour sex and age brencket:
i/ M 10-74 25-44 (:5+

and the state 1 which vou lve:
ACUT JRvoave T LD SA TAS I WA
Please return this Feedback questionnaire 1o

Stvie Council Centree, Linguistues Department, Macauarie University, NS 2109
Alrernasively, the questionnaire may be Faved 1o the Style Council Centre at (02)98]
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ity

answors belong o the categors i guestion:

Area bordered by police tape (5,2,3,5%)

Did a juvenile Cathy and Melinda
shine here? (6,9}

‘Inflation is triggered Dy excess cash,’
insists this belief (10)

Mous nurtured by Houdin {10)

Any formal request made to a higher
authority (8)

At peace (8)

Intermational docunent (8)

Issue arms (8)

Generat disposition (8)

Lustily (8)

Pancake or liner, say (8)

Superficial check (4-4)

Tautological insect? {8)

Your housing loan {8)

An Olympic dash (6)

Class of WWIT hut (6)

Extra rich cake (6)

Laurie Daley’s alliance? (6)

Neutral adjudicator (6)

Proverbiaily ‘mailed’ promise that
never arrives (6)

MNOVELISTS:
CLEARVER

(Ausren), SWELL (Welks)

Rank peculiar to the US navy (6) With apologies: The cur ¢ and
Seaside French city opposite answers sbove were mists e i

vl 2

Portsmouith (6) the last issue of e s W
Section of a hospital reserved for hope this didn’t detrace frorm the challenge
outpatients (6) too much, The soduton that should have
Lnanimous accord, once the batchet  been given for the puezle 1n Vold Ne.2
is buried (6) i RABRITS AFOOT INM ADAMY
Eternai springer? (4) WATERSHIP DOWMN: Silver, Bigwig,

Gigantic (4) Strawherry, Dandelion, Frrer, Hazel




